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New Regulations on Foreign Filming in Egypt
By Omar Sherif, Alexandra Arida and Malak Sobhy
Introduction

On 26 November 2025, the Prime Minister issued Decree No. 4330 for the year 2025
establishing a unified regulatory framework for foreign filming carried out in Egypt (the
“‘Decree”).

The Decree was published in the Official Gazette on November 26, 2025, and came into
effect the following day.

We shall delve into the key highlights of the Decree as follows:

Scope of Application

The Decree applies to all foreign filming activities conducted in Egypt, including, inter alia,
cinematographic and television films, series and programs, commercial advertisements,
music videos, social media content, entertainment-focused reality shows, dramatic
documentaries, and similar productions.

The Decree further applies to foreign production companies, broadly defined to encompass
foreign institutions, corporations, and agencies engaged in artistic, cinematic, or television
media production.

The Egypt Film Commission

The Decree designates the Egypt Film Commission (the “Commission”), a subsidiary of
the Egyptian Media Production City, as the sole authority responsible for coordinating and
obtaining all approvals relating to foreign filming in Egypt.

Through its governance structure, which includes a Board of Trustees composed of
representatives from various ministries and relevant state authorities, the Commission is
entrusted with a broad mandate. Its responsibilities include promoting Egypt as a
destination for foreign filming, coordinating the approval of scripts and filming permits,
facilitating the entry and exit of filming equipment in coordination with customs authorities,
providing logistical support to foreign production teams upon arrival and departure,
supervising filming activities, and offering guidance on applicable legal and regulatory
requirements. The Commission also maintains a list of authorized filming locations and
nominates local production companies and Egyptian technical personnel for foreign
productions carried out in Egypt.

The Decree further provides for the establishment of an executive committee to manage
all operational work, and a security committee to provide opinions necessary for completing
foreign filming procedures.
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Mandatory One-Stop Shop

The Decree also establishes a single digital window for foreign filming, serving as the
exclusive gateway for submitting applications, completing all procedures and obtaining any
required permits. All relevant governmental authorities are required to be electronically
linked to the Commission’s digital window, subject to the applicable technical, security and
cybersecurity requirements.

Market Reaction
Finally, the Decree aims to boost foreign investment in Egypt’s film sector by simplifying

licensing procedures and tackling longstanding red tape, positioning the country as a more
attractive destination for international productions.
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